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me in recognizing Ms. Betsy J. Keeling 
as she retires after nearly 32 years of 
Federal service, which included work-
ing for 6 years in the U.S. Senate. Her 
dedicated public service and tireless 
commitment to keeping appropriate 
congressional committees fully and 
currently informed of the activities of 
her agency should be recognized and 
appreciated by all in this Chamber. 

A native of Nashville, TN, Ms. 
Keeling graduated from the University 
of Tennessee in 1977. She then joined 
the staff of our esteemed former major-
ity leader, Senator Howard Baker of 
Tennessee, in June of 1977, where she 
served as an office manager, formu-
lating the Senator’s office budget and 
supervising 30 full-time employees with 
a variety of responsibilities. 

In August of 1983 she joined the office 
of Commissioner Frederick Bernthal of 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, NRC. As his administrative as-
sistant, she handled all day-to-day op-
erations of the office and managed 
work flow within the Commissioner’s 
office. 

At the end of Commissioner 
Bernthal’s term in June of 1988, Ms. 
Keeling joined the staff of NRC’s Office 
of Congressional Affairs. She served as 
a congressional affairs officer for al-
most 12 years and was then promoted 
to senior congressional affairs officer 
in 2000. She served in that capacity 
until September of 2005. As a senior 
congressional affairs officer, she as-
sisted in formulating congressional re-
lations policy and programs, performed 
liaison duties, analyzed legislation and 
coordinated congressional briefings 
and hearings. 

Ms. Keeling was recognized for her 
outstanding service by the NRC with a 
Meritorious Service Award, the agen-
cy’s second-highest award given to its 
employees, in 2003. She received this 
award ‘‘in recognition of her excep-
tional versatility, dedicated service, 
and adroit handling of Congressional 
affairs.’’ Ms. Keeling was also the re-
cipient of numerous performance and 
special achievement awards through-
out her career at the NRC. 

In September 2005, Ms. Keeling was 
appointed associate director for con-
gressional affairs in NRC’s Office of 
Congressional Affairs. She has been in 
this position since that time and it is 
from this position that Ms. Keeling re-
tired from Federal service on February 
27, 2009. She will be returning to her be-
loved State of Tennessee to be with her 
family and friends in Nashville. 

Mr. President, I am pleased to ask 
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Ms. Keeling on her retirement 
and thanking her for her service to the 
U.S. Senate and her country through 
her work at the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.∑

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following measure was dis-
charged from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-

sions by unanimous consent, and re-
ferred as indicated: 

S. 473. A bill to establish the Senator Paul 
Simon Study Abroad Foundation; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. MCCASKILL, and 
Mr. NELSON of Florida): 

S. 506. A bill to restrict the use of offshore 
tax havens and abusive tax shelters to inap-
propriately avoid Federal taxation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. INOUYE, and Mr. BEGICH): 

S. 507. A bill to provide for retirement eq-
uity for Federal employees in nonforeign 
areas outside the 48 contiguous States and 
the District of Columbia, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. 
REID): 

S. 508. A bill to provide for the conveyance 
of certain Bureau of Land Management land 
in the State of Nevada to the Las Vegas 
Motor Speedway, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mrs. MURRAY: 
S. 509. A bill to authorize a major medical 

facility project at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center, Walla Walla, 
Washington, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DODD, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURRIS, and Mr. PRYOR): 

S.J. Res. 12. A joint resolution proclaiming 
Casimir Pulaski to be an honorary citizen of 
the United States posthumously; considered 
and passed. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr. 
VOINOVICH): 

S. Res. 60. A resolution commemorating 
the 10-year anniversary of the accession of 
the Czech Republic, the Republic of Hungary, 
and the Republic of Poland as members of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself and 
Mr. BROWN): 

S. Res. 61. A resolution commending the 
Columbus Crew Major League Soccer Team 
for winning the 2008 Major League Soccer 
Cup; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. SNOWE, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. DOR-
GAN): 

S. Con. Res. 9. A concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week; considered and agreed 
to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 144 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-

vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 144, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
move cell phones from listed property 
under section 280F. 

S. 182 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

her name was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 182, a bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more 
effective remedies to victims of dis-
crimination in the payment of wages 
on the basis of sex, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 254 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
254, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for the 
coverage of home infusion therapy 
under the Medicare Program. 

S. 277 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
277, a bill to amend the National and 
Community Service Act of 1990 to ex-
pand and improve opportunities for 
service, and for other purposes. 

S. 388 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
388, a bill to extend the termination 
date for the exemption of returning 
workers from the numerical limita-
tions for temporary workers. 

S. 428 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN), the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) and the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 428, a bill to allow travel between 
the United States and Cuba. 

S. 456 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 456, a 
bill to direct the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Education, to de-
velop guidelines to be used on a vol-
untary basis to develop plans to man-
age the risk of food allergy and ana-
phylaxis in schools and early childhood 
education programs, to establish 
school-based food allergy management 
grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 473 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VOINOVICH), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. DODD) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 473, a bill to 
establish the Senator Paul Simon 
Study Abroad Foundation. 

S. 484 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 484, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions. 
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